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CONFIDENTIAL MANAMA 0791 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS : MARR, MPOL, SO, XO, UR, BA, US, UK 
SUBJECT : BERBERA FACILITIES 

REFERENCE : (A) STATE 137931 
(B) STATE A-4074 

OVER LAST WEEK, WITH SOME EXCELLENT HELP FROM MY NOW DEPARTED 
BRITISH COLLEAGUE, WE HAVE GIVEN BAHRAINI FOREIGN MINISTER A 
PRETTY GOOD WORKING OVER ON BERBERA ISSUE. ALTHOUGH HE INITIALLY 
SEEMED SYMPATHETIC TO SOMALI POSITION, HE NOW APPEARS CONVINCED 
OF SERIOUNESS OF SOVIET MISSILE STORAGE PRESENCE IN BERBERA 
AND IMPLICATIONS THIS HAS FOR INDIAN OCEAN AREA. HE WOULD STILL 
LIKE TO BELIEVE THAT THE SOVIETS "TRICKED" THE SOMALIS INTO THIS 
SITUATION. 

TWINAM 
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